One peer review organization's experience in developing hospital peer groups.
The Health Care Quality Improvement Initiative is moving Medicare's quality improvement activities from review and action on individual cases to the analysis of patterns of care. A primary source for pattern analysis is the mortality data presented in the Medicare Hospital Information release. One of the requirements set forth by the Health Care Financing Administration is that peer review organizations classify hospitals into peer groups in order to compare mortality rates within and among groups. It is hoped that this type of analysis will lead to a better understanding of the relationship between process and outcome for a variety of medical conditions. This report describes the experience of one peer review organization in establishing hospital peer groups.